13th May 2009: News Item

Display by Hastings and East Sussex Philatelic society
This evening we were once again treated to a fascinating display presented by members of the Hastings and East Sussex.  Every year members of Seaford Stamp Club travel out to give displays at other clubs and this is reciprocated by the other clubs which results in a rich mixture of material being displayed.  On this occasion Hastings ‘got in’ first as we will not be going out to display at Hastings until November 5th this year.
The display was in two parts.  The first was of Airgraphs.  Jane gave an excellent display of material used during the second world war when Kodak invented the concept of photographing letters, flying the film out and then reproducing the photograph at the receiving end onto standard letter formats to send to the addressee.  The purpose of this exercise was to cut down on bulk paper being moved about which was bulky, costly and very vulnerable.  Whilst I had heard of this process I had not seen any material nor had a chance to view the range of material that exists as inevitably Christmas designs and other items were pre printed on the documents at the receiving and publishing end of the process before they were sent out.  In many ways this was the for-runner to the modern social philately subject.
After the war this process stopped. Thus material is fairly scarce and interesting to see as there are not a large number of collections about.

The second display which took most of the evening was on Safety at Sea and featured Postcards and stamps on that very subject.  The early part outlined the dramatic and immense forces that nature can exert through the sea.  We were reminded of how vulnerable we are along the Norfolk and South Coast when the weather is against us.  Thus the first pictures showed us shipwrecks and Lifeboats and the history of the Lifeboat design.  Many covers featured signatures of those that have and continue to risk their livers to save others and I felt that was a great deal of modesty expressed when considering the material which was shown to members.  The display moved through the range of lifeboats, Lifeboat Stations, memorials, Coastguards, Fireboats and Lighthouses and demonstrated through pictures collected from China, japsn and other countries the truly international nature of the subject.
Our thanks to the members of Hastings for coming all the way over to entertain us for the evening.

Maurice Shorten (Secretary)

