10th June 2009: News Item

Tristan da Cunha – Display by President

This evening we were once again treated to a comprehensive and fascinating display from our President on Tristan da Cunha.  The collection is the result of a lifetimes work and this evening we saw only a fraction of the material from the collection.  However what we did see was a range of postal history items, stamps and closely related ephemera which tracked the history of the island from 1816 when the island was first occupied to prevent the French gaining dominance in the region up to more recent times and modern stamps which were recently issued.
Significant throughout though was the social history and the stories of life for the islanders which is what makes this hobby so fascinating.  Laurie has an in depth knowledge which allowed us to share in the challenges these islanders have and continue to face backed up with photos, original letters, rare cachets and research which has clearly authenticated the originality and scarcity of the material shown.  

If you are reading this and you are not a member of a local stamp club, you should join right now!!  It is the only way you are going to see first hand such rare material which I am sure up and down the country is being brought together and exists covering a wide range of subjects and interests.  It is also likely that the only way all this material being amassed by private collectors can be seen and shared as these collections are rarely put on wider public display or maintained for perpetuity.
More specifically we saw examples of the cachets (cancellations) used before stamps were printed.  We also heard the story and saw examples of the famous potato stamps produced (1948) prior to the islands first official stamps were launched in 1952. We heard of the islander’s miraculous escape from the island when the volcano erupted in October 1961 and learnt all about how the island maintains its source of income and relies on shipping to maintain its tenuous links with the outside world.
This was a thoroughly enjoyable display of some excellent material.  Laurie has offered to display artists work and proofs of stamps issued for a future meeting, an offere which we will take up.  So if you are not already a member of the club…join up now and see some of this excellent material we have and continue to be privileged to see.

Maurice Shorten (Secretary)

