BOOK REVIEW   

by Keith Osborne

“The unissued stamps of King George VI”

This is a wonderful book – from the moment I picked it up, until I put it down, I didn’t stop laughing. I’m hoping to get to read it soon…

I first saw this book at our AGM, on 11 March. Another member had left it on a table, and during the coffee interval, I started to look at it. I was intrigued initially by the cover, depicting a solitary George VI stamp apparently from a country called “Bank Holiday Monday Island”.  The vignette was an authentic-looking KG VI one, complete with a typical picture of the time, the typeface and other attributes seemed to be also representive of the issues of that time. The centre showed a map, containing an island , or more precisely, three islands – again, several KGVI stamps  had maps of islands. But it was the name of the country that caught my attention – “Bank Holiday Monday Island”. Momentarily, I was caught between thinking this was a spoof, and thinking maybe there was a small country I didn’t know about. But then, though KG VI is not one of my specialisms, I am fairly au fait with the colonial and British issues of the King’s 15 year reign….I decided it was a spoof, but everything about this stamp, except the name looked so authentic…  Opening the book, there were more examples of stamps which just might be real ones – but a few seconds thought exposed them as spoofs. And that is part of the enjoyment – and hilarity – of the book: the examples are so very convincing that they could easily pass muster as real. But, for example, other countries such as Wei-Hai-Wei, and the Gilbert and Sullivan Islands…

But it was time for the second half of the evening’s meeting, so very reluctantly I put the book down….

At the end of the evening’s meeting I solicited the details of where I could get the book from the member whose book it was – and less than two thousand minutes later I had my own copy of the book!

It really is a delight – without revealing too much, and spoiling the fun for readers, each page is given over to a specific “issue”, detailing its provenance, the reasons for its issue, and details about the design. Apart from the bizarrely named countries, there are also examples from real countries with absurd or ridiculous themes – for example, a GB KGVI Kings head High Value in a fictitious amount and colour overprinted “England Winners” as the original design for the Victory stamps, or a (real) KGVI Falkand Island 1/2d with the subject “Whiteout” – the centre being entirely white…

It’s given me a lot of enjoyment, a very clever production, and I highly recommend it to you.

The book is in an unusual square format, which works well for the subject. It is by David Horry, and published by Murray Payne Ltd, price £27.

