9th September 2009: News Item

Members Displays – ‘Back of Book Items’
Member’s evenings are always fascinating because you are never too sure what you will see.  It is often the chance for members to see material that has been tucked away for ages which would not see the light of day if it was not for something like this.  We are rarely disappointed and we were not this evening.
Seven members displayed their material and inevitably Postage Dues were the most popular.  The Chairman started with a display of Canadian Postage Dues.  Not very often seen on the display circuit this presentation was a unique opportunity to see the range of stamps produced.  The Treasurer followed with a comprehensive display of British Postage Dues which were only missing two values from the 1994 issue.  However, as ever Les gave an eloquent description of the sets issued and way that watermarks are the distinguishing features between the issues rather than design up to decimalisation.  Les also displayed government overprints, TV License stamps, contracts and exhibition labels (cinderella stamps).  Our Vice Chairman followed with examples of material from Rhodesia including 1971 Strike Mail and early flight mail which is a new area of interest for David.
The prize for the most colourful and stunning display must go to Eric and his display of Machin Plate Blocks.  This again, is a classic example of excellent material which has been tucked away for some time. It needed an opportunity such as this to be viewed.  Bob followed with a comprehensive explanation and view of New Zealand Postage Dues, Stamp Duty and Officials with covers demonstrating use of charges.  The Secretary then displayed a member’s entry for the ASPS Autumn convention (part of intersociety traditional entry) which covered overprint errors.  This was then followed by the Secretaries own items which were the inevitable GB Postage Due.  In so doing my claim to fame could only be found in that I had examples of the two values from 1994 issue which were missing from Les’s display and I also had a number of covers showing use of Postage Dues which provoked some discussion.  I am indebted to Les’s comments on my display which although contained the two stamps he was missing from his collection, the material I displayed lacked the depth in the earlier issues.  Les was able to give me some valuable guidance on sorting postage dues and understanding the marks on one cover.
This was again a very interesting and informative members evening.  Thanks to all.

Maurice Shorten (Secretary)

