12th August 2009: News Item

Queen Victoria and Rhodesia – Display by visiting speaker
This evening saw a visit from a speaker who displayed USA approximately two years previously at the club.  Tony explained how he was only a stamp collector and not a historian but after seeing the material and hearing his detailed knowledge of the area he collects I would suggest that he was being extremely modest.
The display started with some fine examples of the first stamps produced in 1840 namely the 1d Black.  We were further treated to Mulready Covers and some examples of rouletted stamps (rouletting was used by the treasury) before perforating was used.
The display then moved to commercial embossed material, examples of Private Postal Service and Circular Delivery Campaigns and then stamps produced for the Board of Trade (first official fiscal stamps), Inland Revenue overprints, Army and Office of Works.   The first half ended with examples of the few commercial overprints permitted by the government to help stop the theft of stamps by employees to pay their bills along with examples of fiscal stamps cancelled and used for postage when in 1881 the government combined the fiscal and postage role of stamps and allowed stocks of fiscal stamps to be used up within the postage system.  And that was only the first half!

The second half saw a complete change with a display of stamps from Rhodesia from 1905 (Rhodesia produced the world’s first commemorative stamps, Victoria Falls set) to 1964 when North and South Rhodesia recombined.
Overall another excellent display and talk by a well respected speaker who regularly displays within the ASPS circuit. Once again we thank Tony for giving up his time to come and visit us.
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