8th July 2009: News Item

Announcement of Death of John Wilkinson

Morocco up to 1956 – Display by visiting speaker
This evening members were informed of the sad loss of John Wilkinson a member and former secretary of the club.  John had been suffering for some time from cancer but finally succumbed to a sudden attack of pneumonia.  John was an avid collector of South African stamps a strong supporter of the Lions Club and spent a lot of his life raising money for charity to help others.  He was well known for his witty banter both at club meetings and at the club’s Annual Christmas Dinner.  He will be missed by many and our thoughts go out to his partner and family at this difficult time.
Formalities over, the club was treated to a display of Moroccan stamps and covers along with a detailed and concise history of activity related to postal activity in Morocco from the mid 1800’s.  The Spanish and French influence was made very clear and the speaker detailed some fascinating stories of influential people such as Sir Aubrey De Vere and European Entrepreneurs who played a big part in the way the country developed and set up its Postal System.  The display went on to show the range of stamps issued, First Flight covers, Crash Mail and Cards all of which illustrated the complex history of Morocco. All members expressed their pleasure at the display and the speaker indicated he was willing to return next year with another country to display.  Our thanks to Bob for coming over to display to us.
Maurice Shorten (Secretary)

